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The fifth of November.
[A.D. 1728.
III
much nonchalance as I am now1 talking to you. I had no notion that I was wrong or irreverent to my tutor2. BOSWELL : 'That, Sir, was great fortitude of mind.' JOHNSON : ' No, Sir ; stark insensibility3.1
The fifth of November4 was at that time kept with great solemnity at Pembroke College, and exercises upon the subject of the day were required5. Johnson neglected to perform his, which is much to be regretted ; for his vivacity of imagination, and force of language, would probably have produced something sublime upon the gunpowder plot6. To apologise for his neglect, he gave in a short copy of verses, entitled Somnium, containing a common thought; ' that the Muse had come to him in his sleep, and whispered, that it did not become him to write on such subjects as politicks ; he should confine himself to humbler themes :' but the versification was truly Virg-ilian7.
bear. The first mention of frost that , I find in the newspapers of that winter is in the Weekly Journal for Nov. 30, O. S.; where it is stated that 'the passage by land and water [i. e. the Thames] is now become very dangerous by the snow, frost, and ice.1 The record of meteorological observations began a few years later.
1 Oxford, 2oth March, 1776. Bos-WELL.
3 Mr. Croker discovers a great difference between this account and that which Johnson gave to Mr. Warton (post, under July 16, 1754). There is no need to have recourse, with Mr. Croker, 'to an ear spoiled by flattery.' A very simple explanation may be found. The accounts refer to different hours of the same day. Johnson's 'stark insensibility' belonged to the morning, and his 'beating heart' to the afternoon. He had been impertinent before dinner, and when he was sent for after dinner ' he expected a sharp rebuke.'
3 It ought to be remembered that Dr. Johnson was apt, in his literary as well as moral exercises, to over-.charge his defects. Dr. Adams informed me, that he attended his
tutor's lectures, and also the lectures in the College Hall, very regularly. BOSWELL.
4 Early in every November was kept 'a great gaudy [feast] in the college, when the Master dined in publick, and the juniors (by an ancient custom they were obliged to comply with) went round the fire in the hall.1 Philipps's Diary, Notes and Queries^ 2nd S., x. 443. We can picture to ourselves among the juniors in November 1728, Samuel Johnson, going round the fire with the others. Here he heard day after day the Latin grace which Camclen had composed for the society. ' I believe I can repeat it,' Johnson said at St. Andrew's, ' which he did.' Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 19, 1773.
3 Seven yearsbefore Johnson's time, on Nov. S, ' Mr. Peyne, Bachelor of Arts, made an oration in the hall suitable to the day.' Philipps's Diary.
6   Boswell forgot Johnson's   criticism on Milton's exercises on  this day.     ' Some  of  the   exercises   on Gunpowder Treason might have been spared.'   Johnson's Works, vii. 119.
7  It has not been preserved. There
He '['hi tin- few miiuU in which tyranny not dcli|,;hif'i!l ; power is Hoe     These  little   memorials  soothe  my person in all the moods and tenses.     mind.'   Annals^ p. 12.
